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1. Potential research contribution in light of, or linked to  

A. WG interest and Scientific programme: 

 

Our research group at the Institute for Research in Open-, Distance- and eLearning (IRODeL) 

focuses on emotional aspects of reading and learning. Within the scope of my thesis, I’m 

particularly intrigued by the concept of engagement (in reading and learning) and its links to 

procrastination. I’d be interested in ascertaining whether engagement, a construct with 

affective and cognitive/attentional components that can be measured automatically with eye-

tracking devices and facial expression analysis software (-> WG3), differs between… 

 

A) traditional and digital media (maybe due to haptic differences -> WG4) and  

B) reading and learning activities (perhaps digitally presented texts improve engagement in 

reading but impair engagement in learning or vice versa).  

 

I would also like to inquire whether procrastination, i.e. behaviour that tends toward 

postponing the initiation, processing and completion of a task (Tuckman, 2007), is influenced 

by the device (e.g. book vs. e-reader vs. tablet) used while reading and learning. For instance, 

readers/learners using tablets might get sidetracked more than ones using other devices due to 

the multitude of distracting functions and applications readily available, thus facilitating 

procrastination.  

 

B. Action objectives (pages 7-10 in the MoU): 

 

The above-mentioned potential research contributions align with the Action objectives 

(objectives #1 and 2 in particular) in that texts (e.g. learning material) could be optimized in 

terms of engagement and procrastination, both of which are strongly connected to (academic) 

achievement and success. 

  



The objectives are thus: 

 

 constructing/validating a tool for measuring engagement in reading and learning 

activities (consisting of facial recognition and eye-tracking, perhaps data-logging and 

short questionnaires in addition) 

 recommendations for the pedagogical field (e.g. how to make sure students are 

engaged) 

 

 

2. Interest in 

A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).  

Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what 

objective(s) of the Action: 

 

I’m interested in partaking in STSMs related to data collection (e.g. the combination of eye-

tracking and facial expression data) and analysis (e.g. with R).  

 

 

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training 

[theoretical; methodological; technical]).  

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action: 

 

I take an interest in participating in Training Schools related to methodological and/or 

technical aspects of objective measurement techniques (e.g. eye-tracking). 
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