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1. Potential research contribution in light of, or linked to  

A. WG interest and Scientific programme: 

In the 21st century the amount of available information in printed and digital media is 

constantly increasing, as are the number of ways readers can access informational texts.  The 

increase in and magnitude of information sources may also represent a challenge to readers, as 

more responsibility for evaluating those sources is transferred from publishers to readers. 

Many studies shows that students, also at secondary and post-secondary levels, do not attend 

to source features (e.g. author, type of publication, venue) in order to evaluate for 

trustworthiness when reading both printed and digital texts. In our research we plan to study 

how individual and textual factors are, independently and interactively, involved in readers’ 

source evaluation when reading both printed and digital texts containing partly conflicting 

views on a social-scientific issue. Readers’ attention to and use of source information will be 

studied while reading both printed and digital texts, and both single and multiple texts. Our 

plan is to also to develop and test a set of instructional activities to promote readers’ 

acquisition and application of source evaluation strategies. 

 

B. Action objectives (pages 7-10 in the MoU): 

The planned research projects aim to  

 develop measures of readers’ spontaneous and cued source evaluations 

 test the role of readers’ source evaluation in different conditions 

 involve collaborative research projects and joint scientific publications,   

 provide recommendations for publishers regarding the role of source information in 

printed and digital texts 

 provide recommendations for the pedagogical field on instructional activities 

promoting critical reading skills 

 

2. Interest in 

A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).  

Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what 

objective(s) of the Action: 

Given common research interests regarding the topic of critical reading on the Internet, we 

would like to develop a STSM together with E-READ participants from Tuebingen 



(Germany), Münster (Germany), and Valencia (Spain). Specifically, we would aim to develop 

valid measures on source evaluation and do cross-country comparisons on students’ sourcing 

skills. 

 

 

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training 

[theoretical; methodological; technical]).  

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action: 

We would like to promote (either as organizers or participants) a Training School on the topic 

of critical reading on the Internet. 

 

 

 

 


