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1. Potential research contribution in light of, or linked to  

A. WG interest and Scientific programme: 

 

My background is in publishing studies and one of my research interests is the evolution of 

the book. In my book Turning the Page (Routledge 2014), I examined three key drivers of the 

book publishing industry: authorship, readership and copyright. When discussing readership I 

evaluated the differences between reading in print and in digital form, and highlighted the 

threats to the reading of books from other media and the usage of other content including 

social media. 

 

Reading books on-screen is now a pleasant experience or perfectly functional depending on 

the device used. The evidence so far is that e-readers are most suited to straightforward linear 

reading of commercial fiction, and this is the way that the market has moved. For the book I 

also carried out research into mobile and online reading in China, where books have reached 

different classes of readers and authors have created new genres of fiction. 

 

As Editor-in-Chief of the publishing journal Logos, I am keen to see more scientific papers 

around the nature and future of reading. 

 

B. Action objectives (pages 7-10 in the MoU): 

 

I would be keen to develop recommendations for policy-makers and the publishing industry 

around the benefits and disadvantages of reading in digital form as compared to reading in 

print. I am already talking to colleagues around Europe about collaborating around a project 

which will gather industry and other data around reading and the consumption of books. 

Having a solid evidence base seems an important part of the programme. 

 

 

2. Interest in 

A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).  

Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what 

objective(s) of the Action: 

 

See above. 



 

I continue to research digital publishing and have plans for projects around the development 

of the industry, picking up on relevant themes from my publications (such as the concept of 

digital capital). My book Inside Book Publishing presents discussion and analysis of the 

present publishing industry – its dynamic and functions. 

 

 

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training 

[theoretical; methodological; technical]).  

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action: 

 

I would be interested in participating in a training school around research methodologies. 

 

 

 


