
IS1404 E-READ: Evolution of Reading in the Age of Digitization 

 

Position paper 

 

 

Name:  

Dan Cristea – professor, PhD 

“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi 

Department of Computer Science 

Iasi - Romania 

http://www.info.uaic.ro/~dcristea  

email: dcristea@info.uaic.ro  

 

WG(s): WP4 (principal), WP1 (secondary) 

 

1. Potential research contribution in light of, or linked to  

A. WG interest and Scientific programme: 

My principal interest in the project is related to the following aspects:  

- understanding better the needs a reader may have while reading, for instance: the need to 

look back in the text in search of the first mention of a character, the difficulty of memorizing 

complex family trees, mental organisation of actions on the time scale, especially there where 

the text includes frequent changes of the time axis, the need to complement information 

contained in the book with extra-textual facts about real places, persons, etc. 

- application of these findings to the design and development of a new reading digital object, 

in which the technology helps the reader to complement the original text with links inside or 

outside the book (in the virtual and even the real world), genealogical and relational schemas 

involving mentions of characters, places, people, etc., visual timelines showing correlation 

between time and events, semantic links between characters, etc. The intention is to transform 

a (digital) book into an “active” object, connected more intrinsically with the personality of 

the reader and the context of the act of reading (for instance signalling in the text meaningful 

places in the momentary proximity of the reader).  

 

B. Action objectives (pages 7-10 in the MoU): 

Moreover, my interest relates to the following objectives, in close connection with a number 

of topics mentioned in the MoU:  

- to provide recommendations for optimal text/content design for educational but also for 

general purpose publishing; these recommendations should be expressed as design principles 

for a new generation of reading artifacts; 

- to increase collaboration between scientific research teams and relevant industrial partners, 

particularly editing houses, with the aim of developing partnerships for the development and 

taking over of the new technology. 

 

2. Interest in 

A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).  

http://www.info.uaic.ro/~dcristea
mailto:dcristea@info.uaic.ro


Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what 

objective(s) of the Action: 

- organisation of a (series of) STSM(s) (as a host partner) for young researcher(s) wanting to 

contribute to the objectives mentioned above. 

 

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training 

[theoretical; methodological; technical]).  

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action: 

My colleagues and I are planning to organize a (technical/theoretical) Training School with 

the title “Looking forward: Digitally-born books and interactive reading in the age of 

digitisation” linked to the following objectives of the Action: 

- to improve scientific understanding of the implications of digitisation and help 

individuals, disciplines, societies and sectors across Europe to cope optimally with the 

effects, and consolidate E-READ as a hallmark European research initiative across 

scientific, disciplinary and national boundaries; 

- to provide evidence-based recommendations to educational practitioners and policy 

makers; 

- to provide recommendations for optimal text/content design to educational publishing. 

 

 

 

 


